
Regional environmental NGO newsletter for the Black Sea 

Farewell to Nadezhda Didenko (1946–2011)                                                    

                                            

Strengthening of democratic practices                                                  

Earth Day message

 

experience about be st practices of the 

The Black Sea NGO Network lost yet another participation of citizens in the decision-making 

committed activist and founding member process and the reform of public institutions.

Nadezhda Vladimirovna Didenko, geographer and 

local historian, scientific secretary of the Sochi 

Branch of the All Russian Geographic Society 

(SORGO), Russian Federation. We shall 

remember her as a person who devoted all her life 

to the preservation of the natural and cultural 

heritage of her native city. Her life was an example 

of service to the public and the cause of nature 

protection and conservation. A true lover of the 

Black Sea she was one of the people who helped 

the establishment and development of civil society 

in the region. 

The implementation of the project 'Regional 

Exchange of Best Practices in Influencing the 

Public Sector' focusing on governance issues in 

the Black Sea region continued in 2011. The 

implementing partners are six environmental 

NGOs from the coastal countries: Bulgaria, 

Georgia, Romania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine. 

Their activities traditionally involve strengthening Data about the Earth should be widely available to 
of the democratic practices in society and the assist management and experts in their tasks. This 
introduction of good governance. was the central message of the 2011 awareness 
After a regional meeting where the partners gave events of the Black Sea NGO Network, marking 
an account of their own experience in working with Earth Day. The regional team in Varna held two 
governments and trying to influence governments awareness events and promoted the Upgrade 
and the public sector in general. The partners held Black Sea SCENE project through distribution of 
six national meetings on governance issues and project fliers among journalists, students, teachers 
identified issues and policy areas where civil and NGO activists. The public was alerted on the 
society and governments in the respective necessity to have data of the Earth readily 
countries had considerable problems. They tried to available and easily accessible by the variety of 
formulate approaches and means that would help stakeholders. The campaign made a review of the 
improve the situation in the problem areas to be UN Year of Biodiversity and focused on some 
addressed in future activities. To sustain the messages of the current UN International Year of 
achievements of this project, the team created a Forests. Marine policy, fisheries policy and the 
dedicated website with network of contacts and overall long-term management of environmental 
data about best practices in good governance from resources were given a lot of attention as well. The 
activities of NGOs in the Black Sea region. The availability and use of data in the process of sound 
web publication http://www.governance.bsnn.org/ natural resource management is becoming an 
aims to support the exchange of information and important area of expertise for the networking 
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partners. As result of the activities the Upgrade explained. The project will enhance common 

Black Sea SCENE has been introduced to a understanding of issues of the protection, 

significant number of stakeholders from the wider rehabilitation and sustainable development of the 

community. Black Sea and its ecosystem.

Promotion and dissemination of Upgrade Black 

Sea SCENE has been carried out dissemination of 

fliers and display of a poster at press conference 

and two NGO outdoor activities.

The Institute of Fish Resources and Aquarium — 

Varna in cooperation with the Black Sea NGO 

Network marked the European Fish Week 2011 

and World Ocean Day 8 June with open doors and 

public discussion on important aspects of the 
The European Maritime Day 2011 was marked by 

environmental health of the Ocean and the Black 
the Black Sea NGO Network with a series of 

Sea and their fisheries. With strong media support, 
information events in May. The focus of the 

the partners addressed the public stressing on the 
information materials was to shows the importance 

significance of joint efforts and policy measures to 
of the sea and oceans for everyday life of both 

halt the degradation of the marine environment 
coastal communities and the wider public across 

and its resources. Several thematic spots during 
the country. They highlighted the opportunities and 

the day addressed issues of sustainable use of 
challenges currently facing maritime regions and 

seas and oceans, climate change, marine 
sectors. One of the topics discussed at an expert 

biodiversity conservation and the reform in the EU 
and media meeting in Varna on May 11, 2011 was 

Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and the effort to 
the availability and utilization of environmental 

halt overfishing and end destructive fishing 
data. The speakers were unanimous that data 

practices thus making a fair and equitable use of 
should be widely available to deliver the latest 

healthy fish stocks.
developments in the world of research and warn 

the public of developments and tendencies. Mr. 

Aleksandar Shivarov, BSNN expert, delivered a 

presentation about the use of the metadata 

infrastructure best known as the 

BlackSeaScene.net (www.blackseascene.net) 

currently supported by the FP7 project Upgrade 

Black Sea SCENE. He stressed on the 

significance to harmonize the European research 

data more widely and to adopt common data 

standards. Building and extending the existing 

research infrastructure and adopting common 

communication standards and adapted 

technologies with the SeaDataNet 
The Black Sea NGO Network  has been promoting 

(http://www.seadatanet.org/) has ensured the 
the 3rd Biannual Black Sea Scientific and Upgrade 

Upgrade Black Sea SCENE datacenters 
Black Sea SCENE Joint Conference throughout 

interoperability and on-line access to in-situ and 
the period of its preparation and implementation. 

remote sensing data, meta-data and products, he 
The conference entitled 'Black Sea Outlook – 

European fish week 2011

Society and politicians need environmental 

data

Black Sea Outlook 2011

page 2

Issue 47 — 2011 



Drivers, pressures, state, impact, and response discussion of topical Black Sea scientific and 

and recovery indications toward better governance public issues. Over 30 NGO activists and 

of Black Sea environmental protection' was held in volunteers were involved in the awareness events.

Odessa, Ukraine 1 – 4 November 2011. Co-

organizers of the event were the Black Sea 

Commission, the Ministry of Environment and 
In October 2011 a two-year regional project with Natural Resources of Ukraine, the Upgrade Black 
involvement of NGO partners from five Black Sea Sea Scientific network with support of the EU FP7 
countries began. The project “Interpretative Trails Project and the Ukrainian Scientific Centre of 
on the Ground - Support to the Management of Ecology of the Sea.   
Natural Protected Areas in the Black Sea Region 

(InterTrails)” is funded by the European Union 

through the Joint Operational Programme “Black 

Sea Basin 2007 – 2013”. The project includes 

activities associated with management and 

conservation of protected territories on regional 

scale and the establishment of interpretative trails. 

Partners in the project are five non-governmental 

organizations from the Black Sea basin countries. 

Beneficiary is the Black Sea NGO Network) and 

the partners are NGO Mare Nostrum, Constanta 

Romania, the Black Sea Branch of the Ukrainian 

Environmental Academy of Science of Odessa, 

Ukraine, the Foundation for Sustainable 

Development of Cahul, Moldova and the Black The BSNN focused the promotional efforts of its 
Sea EcoAcademy of Batumi, Georgia. The length team on members of the scientific community in 
of the project is two years and its total cost is 396 the coastal states. A good number of scientists are 
912.00 euro. The project motto is Nature without members of environmental NGOs. Information 
borders and its website is at www.trails.bsnn.org . about the conference has been disseminated at 
The project aims to raise public awareness of the some conferences, meetings and seminars both 
coastal environment and its problems, including national and international. The network members 
human interactions and effects. It can also help disseminated information about the conference to 
people in the regional communities utilize better their members and scientific advisers. Five 
the opportunities for sustainable development and participants – 2 from Ukraine, 2 from the Russian 
protection of nature and the historical and cultural Federation and 1 from Bulgaria – attended the 
heritage through management of protected Black Sea Outlook Conference in Odessa with 
territories.support from the BSNN. All of them were closely 

involved in the Conference activities and in the 

dissemination of information about the Upgrade 

Black Sea SCENE online metadata network 

service. This activity is a step toward wider 

involvement of scientists and NGO activists and 

experts from the wider regional public in the 

utilization, population and support to the 

infrastructure created by the Upgrade Black Sea 

SCENE project and its predecessor. 

The 'Black Sea Outlook' also provided a regional 

focus on public awareness activities on Black Sea 

issues. Organizations in Ukraine hosting the 

The information news service of Environmental Conference and the events marking International 

Watch on North Caucasus (EWNC), Maykop, Black Sea Day 2011 organized a forum for 

Interpretative Trails                                                  

Public has to be informed
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Russia regularly updates its readers about of people who opposed the construction. This was 

developments in the region. On March 2, 2011 in a little victory for the Bartýn Platform in their 

an attempt to cover up scandalous ecological attempt to preserve the environment. Another rally 

crimes, which take place during the preparation for against the construction of the two thermal power 

2014 Olympic Games, the Organizing Committee plants using local coal was held on 22 April 2011. 

SOCHI-2014 decided to shield UNEP experts from It took out to the streets 10 000 people from a total 

community leaders. of about 50 000 living in Bartýn under the slogan “I 

live and I shall live in Bartýn – No to the thermal 
'At this moment the regular visit of UNEP experts power plant!”. The Platform united over 125 
to Sochi is taking place in connection with the citizens' organisations and managed to attract the 
ecological aspects of preparation for Olympic local authorities on its side.
Games 2014. However, today's situation is 

different from before: the UNEP visit taking place 

during these days is completely obscured and kept 

secret form the public', EWNC wrote on 3 March 

2011. Neither EWNC, nor other independent social 

organizations working in Sochi, including the 

leaders of local associations, have been informed 

about UNEP visit, and they have not been invited 

to consult with UNEP experts. Only upon 

distributing official invitation with distributing the 

above information in the form of a press-release in 

Russian, the Environmental Watch on North 

Caucasus received the official letter from 

Organizing Committee SOCHI-2014. In this letter 

they were invited to meet with the UNEP experts. 

This meeting took place on March 3. Only EWNC 

representatives were invited to take part in the 

meeting. No representatives from other 

organizations or local communities are included in 

this invitation.  UNEP team did not carry out its 

inspection in a professional and unbiased way. It 

did not inform the public about the visit and its 

findings. 

On 9 April 2010 Bartýn Platform was established 

on a meeting of the citizens and institutions who 

were united in their belief that if a thermal power 

plant is to be constructed in Amasra/Bartýn, Turkey 

it will damage the environment and human health. 

Citizens of Baritn came together to oppose the 

construction of two coal thermal power plants with 

a total capacity of 2640 MW by HEMA Company of 

Hattat Holding and Western Black Sea Energy 

Company. In a special declaration adopted during 

the meeting it was stated: “We invite all institutions 

not to allow endangering the future of Bartýn”.

Due to success of the awareness raising 

campaign the EIA public participation meetings 

that were scheduled for 24 and 25 November 2010 

could not be held due to the protest of thousands 

Bartin platform
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